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REMARKS 

Applicant files this Request for Continued Examination and herein responds to the 
outstanding final Office action. 

The Present Invention Is Novel Over The Hellekson Reference 

The Examiner has rejected independent claims 1, 10-11. and 20 under 35 USC 
§102 as anticipated by Hellekson (US 3,204,374). Applicant believes the Examiner has 
misread the Hellekson reference and respectfully points out the following differences 
between the reference and the claimed invention. 

The Examiner has interpreted the Hellekson reference as describing a two piece 
soffit panel and points to FIG. 2 as illustrating the two piece panel. The Hellekson 
prefabricated soffit, in fact, consists of more than two pieces as illustrated in FIG. 2 and 
described in the specification. From FIG. 2 it can be seen that the Hellekson soffit consists 
at least of pieces 10, a frieze molding strip (see column 3, line 19), multiple pieces 12, 
elongated rectangular metal panels extending parallel to the side of the building (see 
column 3, lines 21-23), and piece 21, a fascia board cover and trim member (see column 
3, lines 51-52). Applicant calls the Examiner's attention in FIG. 2 to joints 16 which allow 
the multiple panels 12 to interlock (see column 3, lines 22-29). Even if thi Hellekson 
invention were modified by increasing the size of piece 12 to cover the entire underside of 
a building's eave, frieze molding strip 10 and fascia board cover 21 would still be required, 
resulting in ajhree^iecesofflt^ M\ s ^ 

Hellekson, therefore, does not describe or even suggest a two piece sqffit p anel as 


claimed, wherein the first member provides a fascia portion and the seco nd member 
fastens to the side of the building. Forthose reasons, Applicant respectfully requests that 
the rejection of claims 1,10-11 and 20 under Section 102 be withdrawn. 
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The Present Invention Is Novel Over The Chalmers Reference 

The Examiner has additionally rejected independent claims 1, 10-11L 20 and 31 
under 35 USC §102 as anticipated by Chalmers et aL (US 4,195,455), Applicant believes 
the Chalmers ef aL reference does not anticipate the claimed invention for t ie following 
reasons. 

The Examiner interprets the invention by Chalmers ef aL to describe a two piece 
soffit panel having an adjustable width. Chalmers et aL succinctly describe th^ir invention 
at column 5, lines 16-20, which are quoted below: 

The elements of the soffit system 10 are a horizontally 
elongated trim stringer member 18, a second horizontally 
elongated trim stringer member 20, and a plurality of panels 21 
each constituted of two components respectively designated 
22 and 24. ' 

From this description it is clear that the Chalmers et aL invention is a soffit system 10 
having more than two pieces, and including: trim member 18; trim member 20; a plurality 
of panels 21, each of these panels 21 being made up of two individual members 22 and 
24 which are joined together by overlapping at region 28 as shown in FIG. 2 and described 
at column 6, lines 37-47. ThejChalme^^ more 
than two pieces, requiringj^jy^tnm-meni bers 18 and 20, and a plurality o f panels 21, 


ea ch consi sting_ of memb ers-22._and.24. Accordingly, the reference by Chalmers et aL 
does not describe or suggest a two piece soffit as recited in independent claims 1 , and 1 0- 


11. 
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Additionally, the cited reference by Chalmers et aL does not describe or suggest the 
methods recited in independent claims 20 and 31. Claims 20 and 31 recite method 
aspects of the present invention. The methods of claims 20 and 31 comprise forming a 
first member including a soffit portion and a fascia portion coextensive wijth the soffit 
portion. Chalmers et aL do not describe or even suggest such a member, or forming the 
member. The Chalmers ef aL invention requires an "L-section sheet aluminum trim strip 
34 (FIG. 1)" if it is desired to cover the fascia itself See column 9, line 2, ani FIG, 1 . 

Accordingly, Chalmers et aL do not describe or suggest a method which includes 
forming a single member which includes both soffit and fascia portions coextensive with 
each other. For those reasons, Applicant respectfully requests thatthe Examiner withdraw 
the rejection of the claims on the grounds of anticipation by the Chalmers et al reference. 

Conclusion 

As there are no currently pending independent claims which stand rejected on the 
grounds of obviousness, and in view of the remarks presented herein, Applicant 
respectfully submits that all pending independent claims are patentable. In addition, their 
respective dependent claims, which recite yet further distinguishing features, are also 
patentable and require no further discussion. 

If the further prosecution can be facilitated through a telephone conference between 
the Examiner and the undersigned, the Examiner is respectfully requested to telephone 
the undersigned. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Enrique G. Estevez 
Reg. No. 37,823 

Allen, Dyer, Doppelt, Milbrath & Gilchrist, P.A. 
255 S. Orange Ave., Suite 1401 
P. O. Box 3791 
Orlando, Florida 32802 
(407)841-2330 

Certificate of Service by Facsimile Telecopier 
I hereby certify that this correspondence, addressed to Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 is being filed with the United States. Patent and 
Trademark Office by facsimile telecopier transmittal to its centralized facsimile number 
which is effective today at (703) 872-9306, on December 1 , 2003. 


)ILL 
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